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Networking 
Introduction 

Networking is more than exchanging business cards or connecting on LinkedIn—it's about 
building genuine, mutually beneficial relationships that can help you achieve your professional 
goals. 

Imagine you are attending a professional conference, and you want to make the most of the 
opportunity. How do you start conversations, make meaningful connections, and follow up 
afterward? 

In this WebQuest, you will explore the fundamentals of networking, develop your own strategy 
for building professional connections, and apply these skills in real or simulated scenarios. Let’s 
get started on becoming a confident and effective networker! 

 

Tasks 

By completing this WebQuest, you will: 

1. Understand the importance of networking and the key principles behind it. 
2. Identify your current networking habits and analyze areas for improvement. 
3. Research successful networking techniques across different industries. 
4. Create a personal networking plan and toolkit tailored to your career goals. 
5. Practice networking through role-playing or real-world interactions and reflect on the 

outcomes. 

 
Process 

Step 1: What is Networking and Why Does It Matter? 

● Research the purpose and benefits of networking in professional settings. 
● Explore different types of networking: online (e.g., LinkedIn), in-person (e.g., 

conferences), and hybrid approaches. 
● Identify common challenges and barriers to effective networking. 

Resources: 

● The Importance of Networking 
● Networking Basics: A Beginner’s Guide 
● How to Build Meaningful Professional Relationships 

 
Step 2: Assess Your Current Networking Skills 

● Conduct a self-assessment or survey to evaluate your current networking habits. 
● Questions to consider: 

o How often do you attend networking events or engage online? 
o How confident are you in starting conversations with new people? 
o What tools or strategies do you use to maintain connections? 

https://blogs.illinois.edu/view/8605/805793343
https://hbr.org/2023/03/a-beginners-guide-to-networking
https://hbr.org/2019/11/how-to-build-meaningful-professional-relationships


 

 

● Identify strengths and areas for improvement based on your responses. 

Resources: 

● How to Evaluate Your Networking Skills 
● Networking Self-Assessment Guide 

 
Step 3: Learn From Successful Networkers 

● Research how professionals in your field or other industries approach networking. 
● Identify effective techniques such as elevator pitches, leveraging LinkedIn, or engaging in 

professional communities. 
● Find examples of successful networking stories and analyze what made them effective. 

Resources: 

● Networking Tips for Every Stage of Your Career 
● Building a Professional Brand Through Networking 

 
Step 4: Create Your Personal Networking Plan 

● Develop a step-by-step plan to improve your networking skills. 
● Include elements such as: 

o Setting networking goals (e.g., attend one event per month). 
o Creating or updating your LinkedIn profile. 
o Crafting an elevator pitch. 
o Following up after meetings or events. 

● Use digital tools to create a visual representation of your plan (e.g., a flowchart or 
checklist). 

Resources: 

● How to Create a Networking Strategy 
● Using Digital Tools to Organize Your Networking Efforts 

 
Step 5: Practice and Reflect 

● Practice your networking skills in a real or simulated environment. This could include 
attending a local meetup, participating in an online networking session, or role-playing 
with peers. 

● Afterward, reflect on your experience: 
o What went well? 
o What challenges did you face? 
o How can you improve next time? 

Resources: 

https://www.linkedin.com/business/learning/blog/networking-tips-for-career-success
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/guides/developing-your-networking-skills
https://www.rivier.edu/academics/blog-posts/how-to-develop-a-successful-networking-plan/
https://lpsonline.sas.upenn.edu/features/building-professional-network-online


 

 

● Role-Playing Networking Scenarios 
● Post-Networking Follow-Up Tips 

 
Evaluation 

Assess your progress and reflect on your learning: 

● Did you achieve the goals outlined in your networking plan? 
● What new skills or strategies have you developed? 
● How confident do you feel about networking now compared to when you started? 

Self-assessment questions: 

● What did you enjoy most about this WebQuest? 
● What aspect of networking do you still find challenging? 
● How will you continue to improve your networking skills in the future? 

 
Conclusion 

Networking is a lifelong skill that can open doors to new opportunities, strengthen your 
professional relationships, and boost your career. By completing this WebQuest, you’ve gained a 
deeper understanding of networking and developed practical tools to enhance your skills. 

Remember, effective networking is about quality, not quantity. Focus on building meaningful 
connections and providing value to others in your professional circle. 

Now it’s time to put your networking plan into action—start building those bridges today! 

 

https://plus-project.eu/role-play-your-way-to-better-social-skills-a-step-by-step-guide/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/yec/2014/09/23/how-to-master-the-art-of-networking-follow-up/


 

 

 

 


